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Berkeley Rep’s New Artist Housing To Be Named The Medak Center 
Workforce housing project honors longtime Managing Director, Susie Medak 

 
August 2, 2022 – Berkeley Repertory Theatre today announced its new artist housing will be named after 
longtime Managing Director, Susie Medak. The ambitious new artist housing project at 2009 Addison 
Street is located directly next door to its two theatres: the Roda and the Peet’s. The seven-floor building, 
in the heart of the downtown arts district, will provide vital housing for Berkeley Rep’s visiting artists as 
well as the 15 young professionals who are awarded fellowships every year. In addition to 45 apartment 
units, the building will include two workshop spaces, an outdoor terrace, a video display marquee on the 
mezzanine level, and a 19ft x 32ft mural commissioned in collaboration with the Sogorea Te’ Land Trust 
and created by artist CeCe Carpio acknowledging the Ohlone peoples. Also, there will be nine units 
available to rent by any nonprofit in the Bay Area. An invitation-only opening day celebration for The 
Medak Center will be on Saturday, September 3. 
 
“This building is a manifestation of Susie’s long-term vision for the theatre, to create a welcoming home 
for artists, students, and audiences,” said Berkeley Rep Board President Emily Shanks. “For Susie, it is 
not so much about the building itself, but the fact that she could build a future for all those who come into 
the doors at Berkeley Rep.” 
 
“This is a testament to Susie’s ongoing vision for all of us,” said Artistic Director Johanna Pfaelzer “Each 
artist, artisan, staff person, and audience member that enters The Medak Center will be a part of Susie’s 
legacy. They will be the beneficiaries of her vision, passion, and commitment to Berkeley Rep and the 
community.” 
 
“It takes a lot to make me speechless, and this has done it, said Medak. “I am honored and so 
appreciative of the generosity and thoughtfulness represented by this gesture. I never set out to build a 
real estate empire. Every building we have built has been in service of our artists, our staff, and our 
audiences. But I will admit that it is lovely to have my efforts recognized. I am just so grateful to all our 
hardworking staff and board members.” 

Financing was provided by Signature Bank (NASDAQ:SBNY), a full-service commercial bank with 31 
private client banking offices throughout the metro-New York area and in San Francisco. The total 
amount of the loan is $37.7 million. 

Berkeley Rep will be one of the few theatres in the nation to develop artist housing. This dynamic building 
that brings a new energy to Addison Street will enhance the relevance and importance of the downtown 
arts district as a thriving part of Berkeley.  
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Berkeley Rep recognizes the commitment and support of the following: Cahill Contractors, Jorge de 
Quesada and De Quesada Architects, Inc.,Prime Design Group, List Engineering Company, AR 
Green Consulting, Charles M. Salter Associates, Humann Company, Inc., Edward Pike of The 
Edward Pike Company, Berkeley Mayor Jesse Arreguín, Berkeley City Manager Dee Williams-
Ridley, the Berkeley Office of Planning & Development, and the Berkeley Office of Economic 
Development. 
 
The new building is designed to be LEED Gold certified and to reduce Berkeley Rep’s carbon footprint by 
housing talent next door to the theatre and eliminating the need to drive between various rental properties 
and the theatre. Every unit will be equipped with bicycle parking, and an additional 24 bike spots will be 
located on the ground floor.  
 
For the 2021/22 season, Berkeley Rep recognizes the generous support of BART and Peet’s Coffee, 
Berkeley Rep’s official season sponsors. Residence Inn by Marriott is the official in-kind season 
sponsor. Berkeley Rep also is delighted to recognize the support at the season sponsor level of Stephen 
and Susan Chamberlin, Bruce Golden and Michelle Mercer, Frances Hellman and Warren Breslau, 
Wayne Jordan and Quinn Delaney, Gisele and Kenneth F. Miller, Jack and Betty Schafer, and The 
Strauch Kulhanjian Family. Leadership support of Berkeley Rep’s Resilience Campaign has been 
generously provided by Stephen and Susan Chamberlin, Bruce Golden and Michelle Mercer, 
Frances Hellman and Warren Breslau, The Jonathan Logan Family Foundation, Gisele and 
Kenneth F. Miller, Jack and Betty Schafer, The Strauch Kulhanjian Family, Kelli and Steffan 
Tomlinson, and Gail and Arne Wagner. 

 
 
ABOUT BERKELEY REP 
Berkeley Repertory Theatre has grown from a storefront stage to an international leader in innovative 
theatre. Known for its ambition, relevance, and excellence, as well as its adventurous audience, the 
nonprofit has provided a welcoming home for emerging and established artists since 1968. Over 5.5 
million people have enjoyed nearly 500 shows at Berkeley Rep, which have gone on to win six Tony 
Awards, seven Obie Awards, nine Drama Desk Awards, one Grammy Award, one Pulitzer Prize, and 
many other honors. Berkeley Rep received the Tony Award for Outstanding Regional Theatre in 1997. To 
formalize, enhance, and expand the processes by which Berkeley Rep makes theatre, The Ground Floor: 
Berkeley Rep’s Center for the Creation and Development of New Work was launched in 2012. The 
Berkeley Rep School of Theatre engages and educates some 20,000 people a year and helps build the 
audiences of tomorrow with its nationally recognized teen programs. Berkeley Rep’s bustling facilities — 
which also include the 400-seat Peet’s Theatre, the 600-seat Roda Theatre, and a spacious campus in 
West Berkeley — are helping revitalize a renowned city. Learn more at berkeleyrep.org 
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